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/ Famous Eaton Family Well 
Known in America Since 
Mayflower Days 


By MRS, HARVIE JORDAN. 

The famous Eaton family has been interestingly known in 
America from the time of Francis Eaton, who came over on 
the Mayflower, to Cyrus Eaton, who eame from Pugwash. 
It is not known whether William Eaton, the subject of this 
sketch, was related to either of these famous Eatons. 

That William’s record is a notable one is proved by the 
fact that through it eligibility to membership in the Colonial 
Dames and the Daughters of the American Colonists has been 


established. 


William was the first Eaton to settle in North Carolina, 


coming from Prince George 
County, Virginia, in 1725, 
with his Virginia wife, Mary 
Rives Eaton. 

He located in Edgecombe 
County, where he became an 
extensive Jandowner. Gran- 
ville was formed from Edge- 
eombe County in 1746, and 
until his death in 1759 Wil- 
liam Baton was prominent in 
Granville County affairs. 

He was named Justice of 
County Court in 1746 and 
held this position until his 
death. He was High Sheriff 
two years, and held the of- 
fice of Public Register from 
1748 to 1759. He qualified 
as first colonel of the Regi- 
ment of Granville County 
‘Militia. He was one of the 
first Representatives from 
Granville County in the Gen- 
eral Assembly that met at 
Wilmington in 1746, and he 
served for several years. 

His home, ‘‘The Manour 
Plantation,’’ was probably 
the handsomest in all that 
section. Near the then coun- 
ty town and on one of the 
main-traveled highways, his 
hospitality was well known 
and often shared, The extent 
of his estate was what might 
be termed for that period 
princely. 


WED AGAIN 
Widow Became Bride of 
Thomas Lowe 


His wife, Mary Rives 
Eaton, survived him and 
later married Thomas Lowe. 

There has been published 
recently a valuable book, 
‘*Reliques of the Rives,” by 
James Rives Childs, whieh 
gives the history of the ‘‘ An- 
cient Family of Ryves of 
Dorset County, England, and 


Rives in Virginia, is listed in 
Surry County in 1684. 
George Rives,.Mary’s fa- 
ther, lived in Prince George 
County. The name of his 


wife is not recorded. There 
were three children — Wil- 
liam, Thomay and Mary, who 
married William Eaton. 


9 CHILDREN 
Youngest Child Married 
William Person 


Col. William Eaton’s will, 
dated 1759, mentions, besides 
his wife, the following chil- 
dren: (1) Jane Eaton, who 


married (a) Anthony 
Haynes, son of Thomas and 
Martha Jones Haynes; (b) 
Col. Nathaniel Edwards, (2) 
Anne Eaton, who married 
(a) Andrew Haynes, brother 
of Anthony; (b) the Rev, 
Jokn Pugh. (3) Mary Eaton, 
who matricd Robert Jones. 
They had one daughter, 
Elizabeth, who married Gov. 
Benjamin Williams. (4) 
Sarah Eaton, who married 
(a) John. Thornton, by whom 
she had three children: 
Francis, Mary and Anne; 
(b) Charles Johnson. (5) 
Elizabeth Eaton, who mar- 
ried Daniel Weldon. (6) 
William Eaton, Captain in 
the Revolutionary War. (7) 
‘Thomas Eaton, who married 
(a) Anna Bland, of Vir- 
ginia; (b) Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of General Allen Jones; 
¢) Anna Stith, Thomas Fa- 
ton became a general. (8) 
Charles Rust. Eaton married 
Elizabeth Jeffreys. (9) Mar- 
tha Eaton, the youngest 
child, married William Per- 
son after 1759. 

Among the associates of 
Col. William Eaton as ‘jus- 
tices in 1746 were Edward 
Jones. Gideon Macon. Samuel 


America from the time of Francis Eaton, who came over on 


the Mayflower, to Cyrus Eaton, who came from Pugwash. 
It is not known whether William Eaton, the subject of this 
sketch, was related to either o£ these famous Batons. 

That William’s record is a notable one is proved by the 
fact that through it eligibility to membership in the Colonial 
Dames and the Daughters of the American Colonists has been 


established. 


William was the first Eaton to settle in North Carolina, 


coming from Prince George 
County, Virginia, in 1725, 
with his Virginie wife, Mary 
Rives Eaton. 

He located in Edgecombe 
County, where he became an 
extensive landowner. Gran- 
ville was formed from Edge- 
ecombe County in 1746, and 
until his death in 1759 Wil- 
liam Baton was prominent in 
Granville County affairs. 

He was named Justice of 
County Court in 1746 and 
held this position until his 
death. He was High Sheriff 
two years, and held the of- 
fice of Public Register from 
1748 to 1759. He qualified 
as first colonel of the Regi- 
ment of Granville County 
Militia. He was one of the 
first Representatives from 
Granville County in the Gen- 
eral Assembly that met at 
Wilmington in 1746, and he 
served for several years, 

His home, ‘‘The Manour 
Plantation,’’? was probably 
the handsomest in all that 
section, Near thé then coun- 
ty town and on one of the 
main-traveled highways, his 
hospitality was well known 
and often shared, The extent 
of his estate was what might 
be termed for that period 
princely. 


WED AGAIN 
Widow Became Bride of 
Thomas Lowe 


His wife, Mary Rives 
Baton, survived him and 
later married Thomas Lowe, 

There has been published 
recently a valuable book, 
“*Reliques of the Rives,’’ by 
James Rives Childs, which 
gives the history of the ‘‘ An- 
cient Family of Ryves of 
Dorset County, England, and 
the Rives of Virginia.” 

The wife of Col. William 
Eaton sprung from this an- 
cient and distinguished fam- 
ily, Mary was the daughter 
of George Rives, who was the 
eldest son pf the emigrant, 
William Rives. William, the 
founder of the family of 


Rives in Virginia, is listed‘in 
Surry County in 1684. 
George Rives,.Mary’s fa- 
ther, lived in Prince George 
County. ‘The name of his 
wife is not recorded. There 
were three children — Wil- 
liam, Thomas and Mary, who 
married William Eaton. 


$ CHILDREN 
Youngest Child Married 
William Person 


Col. William Eaton's will, 
dated 1759, mentions, besides 
his wife, the following chil- 
dren: (1) Jane Eaton, who 
married (a) Anthony 
Haynes, son of Thomas and 
Martha Jones Haynes; (b) 
Col, Nathaniel Edwards. (2) 
Anne Eaton, who married 
(a) Andrew Haynes, brother 
of Anthony; (bh) the Rev. 
John Pugh. (3) Mary Eaton, 
who married Robert Jones. 
They had one daughter, 
Elizabeth, who married Gov. 
Benjamin Williams. (4) 
Sarah Eaton, who married 
(a) John. Thornton, by whom 
she had three children: 
Franeis, Mary and Anne; 
(bo) Charles Johnson. (5) 
Elizabeth Eaton, who mar- 
ried Daniel Weldon. (6) 
William Eaton, Captain in 
the Revolutionary War. (7) 
Thomas Eaton, who married 
(a) Anna Bland, of Vir- 
ginia; (b) Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of General Allen Jones; 
(e) Anna Stith, Thomas Fa- 
ton became a general. (8) 
Charles Rust. Eaton married 
Elizabeth Jeffreys. (9) Mar- 
tha Eaton, the youngest 
child, married William Per- 
son after 1759. 

Among the associates of 
Col. William Eaton as ‘jus- 
tices in 1746 were Edward 
Jones, Gideon Macon, Samuel 
Henderson, William Person, 
West Harris, James Paine, 
Samuel Benton, Philip Als- 
ton and Philemon Hawkins. 

Colonel William and Mary 
Rives Eaton are progenitors 
of numerous — descendants 
throughout the Southern 
States. 


